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paid by Dr. Hedin to one of the desert sites supplied in 1897
another incentive. In that year the plan of systematic exploration
in the Khotan area was first formed by me, and discussed with
fellow-scholars in Europe. In 1898 definite proposals were made
by me for my first Central Asian expedition. The field-work which
fell to my lot from 1900 to 1916 on three successive Central Asian
expeditions, combining geographical survey with archaeology, was
the result of the freedom secured to me by deputation from educa-
tional duty in India, and latterly after my appointment to the
Archaeological Survey by periods of special duty, and all through of
the generous support accorded by the Government of India. On all
three journeys, extending over a total of some seven years, my efforts
were aided by well-trained Indian surveyors deputed with me by the
Survey of India.

EXPEDITION OF 1900-01

Before the close of May, 1900, I started from my Kashmir base.
The route followed led across passes still deeply covered with snow,
through Gilgit to the Hindukush chiefship of Hunza. In this
ethnographically and linguistically interesting territory, as well as
in Gilgit, remains dating from Buddhist times were examined.
Trying marches up the Hunza river gorges, practicable then only
on foot, brought us by the end of June across the Kilik pass (15,800
feet) into Chinese territory at the head of the Taghdumbash Pamir.
The plane-table survey there started by Sub-Surveyor Ram Singh,
together with astronomical observations and triangulation by theo-
dolite, was continued right through our journey. Wherever high
ground in the mountains and atmospheric conditions permitted, it
was supplemented by photogrammetric work of my own. From the
Wakhjlr Pass (16,200 feet) to the west the head of the Ab-i-Panja